
 

A quarterly newsletter produced and distributed by the Palouse Conservation Districtï   bringing 

you news and updates on conservation efforts within SE Whitman County  

SFPR TMDL  

Water sampling data shows that the South Fork 

Palouse River has high levels of fecal coliform 

bacteria. This condition violates state water quality 

standards and has been put on the 303(d) list.   

Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act establishes 

that states are to  develop a list of impaired water 

bodies.  Total maximum daily loads (TMDLs), 

also known as water quality improvement reports, 

are also required by the federal Clean Water Act 

(CWA) to return water bodies on the 303(d) list to 

a healthy condition.  

The final South Fork Palouse River Bacteria 

TMDL was submitted to U.S. EPA on October 22, 

2009 for their review and approval.  The document 

is available online at - 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/0910060.html  

or from the Palouse TMDL website at - 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/tmdl/

palouse/index.html.  

Palouse River (WRIA 34)  

Watershed Planning Update 

WRIA 34 Planning Unit has chosen not to meet 

monthly at this time.  Washington Department of 

Ecology has funded one of the Planning Units Imple-

mentation projects.  This project is being coordinated 

by Palouse Basin Aquifer Committee (PBAC) and is 

titled ñPalouse Groundwater Framework Projectò.  

The purpose of the project is to compile, review, and 

evaluate available information relating to the ground 

water resources in the Basin in anticipation of con-

ducting a future full-scale site characterization project.  

All available research which has occurred on ground 

water in Whitman and Latah counties will be reviewed 

and compiled into one database where it can then be 

referenced/used on future projects.  RFQôs were sent 

out and TerraGraphics Environmental Engineering, 

Inc. have been chosen to complete the project.   

Updates from TerraGraphics will be presented to the 

Planning Unit on a regular basis.   

Did you know that you can receive the Palouse News electronically right to your own e-mail Inbox? 

Simply call our office and we will put you on our electronic mailing list.  You can also go to our website:   

www.palousecd.org where you will find the Palouse News filed under ñNewslettersò.   

 

And remember if for any reason you want to be 

added or removed from our mailing list please give 

Pam Furchtenicht at 509-332-4101. 

 

 

REMEMBER:  Order your trees and shrubs early 

before they are sold out.  You can pick up an order 

form here at the office OR you can order on-line 

from our website.  Just go to-www.palousecd.org 

Click on 2010TREESALE and fill out the preorder 

form and submit.  We will send you confirmation 

and an invoice.  Winter is a great time to think 

about all the great habitat you can create in the 

spring and our prices are right-so plant away!!! 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/0910060.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/tmdl/palouse/index.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/tmdl/palouse/index.html
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No the 1960ôs havenôt returned to the Palouse, but native wild-flowers are making a comeback. This fall, 

with the help from the Palouse Conservation District, landowners Ray and Joan Folwell planted native 

wildflowers with a direct-seed drill. The Folwells have been working with the district for five years to plant 

native trees, shrubs, grasses, and wildflowers on 17 acres.  The goal of the project is to increase density and 

diversity of native forbs and shrubs that act as habitat for pollinators and prairie birds such as the grasshop-

per sparrow. The main funding for this project is through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The program 

is called Partners for Fish and Wildlife and in our region the focus is on Palouse Prairie restoration.  

Flower Power on the Palouse 

Ray Folwell planting little sunflower with the  

direct seed drill from Thorn Creek Native Seeds 

Anyone living on the rolling hills of the    

Palouse may qualify for funding. Contact the 

District for more information today. 

Joan and her dog Nicky along with            

volunteers planting Idaho Fescue and Blue 

Bunch Wheatgrass 

Landowners who have remnants with  

sensitive and rare plants on their property 

own a treasure! 

If you own a Palouse Prairie remnant 

which may have native plants, and you are 

interested in conserving this resource you 

may be eligible for funding and technical 

assistance for the restoration, management 

and protection of Palouse Prairie  

Remnants.  Please call PCD at  

509-332-4101. 

Have you ever visited the Rose Creek Pre-

serve?  It is a beautiful walk through native 

Palouse Prairie.  To get there head north 

from Pullman on Route 27 and turn left on 

the Albion-Pullman Road.  Proceed 2.8 

miles and turn left on Shawnee Road 

(formerly known as Four Mile Road).  

Continue bearing left for half a mile to the  

preserve, which is on the right.  Follow signs 

to the trailhead.   


