
 

A quarterly newsletter produced and distributed by the Palouse Conservation Districtï   bringing 

you news and updates on conservation efforts within SE Whitman County  

Did you know that you can receive the Palouse News 

electronically right to your e-mail Inbox? 

Simply call or email our office and we will put you on 

our electronic mailing list.  You can also go to our web-

site: www.palousecd.org where you will find the Pa-

louse News filed under ñNewslettersò.   

If for any reason you want to be removed from our 

mailing list please let us know. 

Annual Surplus Tree Sale 
Tree Sale Pre-order Now Available! 

It is not too early to start thinking about spring!  Last 

year we offered a pre-sale option to our tree sale cus-

tomers, and it was a great success!  We will be offer-

ing a pre-sale again this year for customers who 

would like to purchase specific species and  would 

like to receive order confirmation prior to the surplus 

tree sale. The deadline for preorders is January 1, 

2012.  Plants will be available for pick up on Friday 

April 6th from 9:00 am - 4:30 pm and Saturday 

April 7th from 9:00 AM ï 1:00 PM during our an-

nual surplus tree sale.   The event will take place at 

our office which is located at 1300 NE Henley Ct in 

Pullman.   

Those not interested in the pre-sale will still be able 

to purchase overstocked conservation trees and 

shrubs at a great price on the day of the surplus tree 

sale.  Palouse Conservation District staff will be 

available on site to answer any questions that you 

may have.  

***See order form insert in this newsletter*** 

REMEMBER:  Order your trees and shrubs early 

before they are sold out.  You can pick up an order 

form at our office, mail the order form insert in this 

newsletter, OR you can order on-line from our web-

site at www.palousecd.org.  Click on 2012TREE-

SALE, fill out the preorder form, submit, and mail 

your check.   

 

Pre-order deadline is January 1, 2012!  
 

Winter is a great time to think about all the great 

habitat you can create in the spring and our prices 

are right-so plant away!!! 

 

Whatever the size of the planting project you have in 

mind, the Palouse Conservation District is available to 

help develop a plan which will include the proper 

plants, materials and labor to help make it more suc-

cessful.  Please see the enclosed pre-sale order form 

and return it to us by January 1st or go online and or-

der from our website. 

The surplus tree sale will include a limited number of 

plantsðso the pre-order is the way to go! 

Planting trees is fun! 
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New Equipment Expands District Capabilities  

The Palouse Conservation District recently purchased two new tools that will greatly enhance our restoration 

and site management efforts.  

The first is our Dew Drop Drill.  This drill can plant large, 

fluffy seeds as well as small seeds.  Two rows of discs pre-

pare the seed bed, and the harrow tines do the final level-

ing and cover the seed.  The result is a random distribution 

with no rows.  This drill is ideal for native prairie and pol-

linator habitat restoration.  Immediate plans for our Dew 

Drop Drill include planting native grasses and forbs at five 

projects funded through the USFWS Partners for Fish and 

Wildlife program. 

 

We also acquired a Polaris Ranger UTV.  This machine will 

serve many functions in addition to pulling the new drill.  It 

will be outfitted with a spray tank, hand gun and boom to 

aid in controlling invasive species at our restoration sites.  It 

will also pull a mower and transport people, tools and plants 

to remote work sites.  The increased efficiency this UTV 

provides will allow us to take on new projects while staying 

on top of our existing site maintenance needs. 

Weed Spotlight: Fall Weed Control 
The fall can be an effective time to control many perennial, biennial, and winter annual weeds.  Fall is the time 

of year when perennials are storing sugars for next year so it is a good time to have herbicides translocated to 

the roots, giving you a better rate of control.  Additionally, many biennials and winter annuals are also sprout-

ing and forming a rosette, this is a time when the plant is more susceptible to herbicide applications (compared 

to in the spring once it has bolted), and you may be able to apply lighter rates to get desired control.  Many an-

nual grasses such as downy brome and ventenata also germinate in the fall and fall applications have proven a 

good tool for control.  It may be easier to find many of these weeds this time of year as the grasses and flowers 

die back, or the crop has been removed leaving the weeds exposed.  Depending on the product used, this may 

be the only time of year to spray weeds to avoiding harming desired plants.     

A few things to remember: 

¶ Many winter annuals will have completed their lifecycle by early spring. 

¶ Many herbicides are only effective when applied directly to living plant tissue.   

¶ Be sure to check the plants for signs of wilting or senescence before application, especially once tempera-

tures drop below freezing.    

¶ Some herbicides may have temperature restrictions for application so be sure to read and follow the label. 
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Local citizens continue to pitch in to protect the North Fork Palouse River.  In August, volunteers tackled litter 

in the North Fork Palouse River in and around Palouse, WA, and did site maintenance at the Palouse Native 

Plant Walk.  A celebration BBQ and sign unveiling for the Palouse Native Plant Walk followed the volunteer 

activities.    

Palouse Conservation District & City of Palouse partner to sponsor this annual event in an effort to raise public 

awareness of the importance of protecting local rivers and streams.   Participating in a river clean-up is one 

way that citizens can do their part to protecting the Palouse River because a healthy community starts with a 

healthy river.   Palouse Conservation District & City of Palouse will continue to host this annual event so 

please consider joining us next year!   We hope to see you on the river! 

Local Citizens Volunteer to Protect the North Fork Palouse River   

All burning by commercial agricultural operations require a permit, except when burning fence lines, drainage 

ditches, orchard pruning or natural vegetation blown by the wind (piles should be approximately 4ôx4ôx3ô). 

Remember that all fires need to be attended until completely extinguished (no flame or smoke). 

 

Spot Burning: What is it and when is it applicable? Spot burn permits are generally for areas that are İ acre 

or less in size, such as: small weed patches, spots of heavy residue and equipment plugs or dumps. The spot 

burn permit fee is $30.00, is valid for the calendar year in which it is issued, and is good for a cumulative total 

of no more than 10 acres of small spots during the year. Post-burn reporting is not required for spot burns. 

 

Field Burn Permit applications should be completed for a burn of any size that is definable and predictable. A 

field burn permit is good only for the season it is issued (Spring or Fall). The fee is calculated at $3.00 per acre 

with a minimum fee of $30.00. 

 

*Remember, if you need to burn CRP acres as a mid-contract management practice, you need to visit the Farm 

Service Agency (FSA) in Colfax prior to obtaining a burn permit from us.  

 

Post-Burn Reporting is now easier than ever with on-line reporting at www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/aginfo/

Blue_card.html. This is the preferred method but you can still submit the blue card also. REMEMBER - it is a 

requirement that you file your port-burn report within 7 days of the burn.  

 

PCD is your local permitting authority. Please call Pam at 509-332-4101 for your permit or if you have 

any questions. 

Burning Issues  

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/aginfo/Blue_card.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/aginfo/Blue_card.html

